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Deputy Director of the Riga City Council

Andris Grinbergs

Râtslaukums 1 

Rîga LV–1539

Latvia

Fax: + 371 026389

E-mail: dome@riga.lv 

Dear Sir

When Iceland was the first country in the world to recognize the independence of Latvia, all Icelanders were proud to support the development of democracy and respect for human rights in your country. Icelanders have deeply rooted respect for human rights of all it’s people, both heterosexual and homosexual. Every year over 50 thousand people gather for the gay parade in Reykjavik, a city of 150.000. Lesbians, gay men, bisexuals, transgender people, relatives, friends and a growing number of tourists come to the parade to celebrate human rights for all people. 

We are there fore very saddened to learn that the City Council of Riga has banned the
 “Riga Pride 2006” march to take place as scheduled on 22 July 2006. This decision is alarming since Latvia is obliged to respect and uphold the right of freedom of assembly and the right to freedom of expression under Article 21 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) and Articles 10 and 11 of the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms (ECHR). The refusal thus may constitute a breach of Latvia’s international obligations under, for example, Article 2 of the ICCPR and Article 14 of the ECHR which prohibit discrimination.

The Riga City Council claims that Latvian law enforcement agencies could not guarantee the security of the marchers. On the other hand these agencies had enough resources to ensure security of the marchers. On the other hand these agencies had enough resources to ensure security during other events of similar or larger scale, such as the 2006 ice hockey World Championships and are expected to do the same during the 2006 NATO summit in Riga next November. The Riga City Council’s claims that security can not be guaranteed during the „Riga Pride 2006“ march thus lacks credibility.

Therefore, I urge you to respect Latvia’s obligations under international law and grant permission for the “Riga Pride 2006” march to go ahead as planned.
I also urge the Riga City Council and Latvian authorities to ensure that adequate and visible security is provided to uphold the rights, and to protect the mental and physical integrity, of those who take part in the march.
Sincerely
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Heimir Már Pétursson

Executive Director of Reykjavik Gay Pride

www.gaypride.is 
